The Death of the Animal
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The extreme use of animals in art has calmed down in recent years, as there have
been many protests and criticisms that have called out their involvement in
contemporary art. Isaac Kaply of artsy cites a guideline the College Art Association
created, stating, “No work of art should, in the course of its creation, casue physical or
psychological pain, suffering, or distress to an animal.” (Kaplan, 4). These guidelines
created by the CAA intend to monitor the involvement of animals when artists
create their pieces, where artists shouldn’t take animals from their nautral
environment and subject them to scenarios in the pieces without knowing the
suffering they can cause to an animal, even if they're trying to create a ethical or
moral point in their artwork. Kaply cites a University of Tasmania professor,

Yvette Watt, emphasizing the CAA’s points, claiming, “A work of art that reduces
animals to a material- as inanimate as paint or clay- can be seen as unethical,
especially if it is commenting on human issues unrelated to the animal.” (Kaply, 5).
This point is even more important because it's a main topic in “The Death of the
Animal.” Many animals in the artworks that are shown in the article are used as

the artists’ devices to make people question their morals, ethics, or to move a point
across about a human issue. Just like the goldfish in Helen, they're used as a device
for Evaristti to question a person’s ethics. The dog in Vargas' exhibit No 1. is used to
highlight people’s hypocrisy. Should these artists be allowed to use these animals
as (in some peoples’ judgement) materials for artists to emphasize their artwork?
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