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Listen closely and
you’ll hear the
famous boisterous
contagious to anyone 

wild
and boy, there are plenty

F r i e n d s h i p
Over to the right
is the very park where
THE song that is now

‘ o u r  s o n g ’‘ o u r  s o n g ’‘ o u r  s o n g ’ came to 

‘ o u r  s o n g ’laughter
laughter
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laughter
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c h i c oa g
motherʼs in relief yes Peck A new sports arena for 

Poem by Irving Alamilla-Flores        Art by Ed Marshall 

“Chicago is so  

Being paid with taxpayer Neighboring suburbs claiming 
to be from Chicago 

Do not claim you from my city
   If you donʼt see the harsh 
          

Do not take what is mine

Do not say youʼre a
          

Only because they visit its 
Isnʼt DePaul a

Rahmʼs Tourist in awe

didnʼt

open
isnʼ t

loop
Depaul beauti ful”

beauty

real i ty
Chicagoan

Gar f ield
money

Garfield school
how about a new school

Jesus
I made it home increase on 

Youʼre from Naperville
La Grange Waukegan 

does little for the 
school is still  

the

for

safe
taxes

poor

private school

What is a poem? Is it black letters on white paper, tucked away in an anthology, in a diary, in a 

pocket? Is poetry a dead language, the province of the elite, canonical and dry?

The collaborative project between Digital Multimedia Design students of Prof. Galina Shevchenko's  

Art 176: Graphic Design & Prof. Megan Ritt's Creative Writing students of English 241 argues otherwise. 

The creative writers start the process, pouring themselves into poetry in a variety of subjects and 

styles. Their finished poems are then sent to the art students, who take the poems and transform 

them from traditional printed works into swirling interpretations of color, mood, and movement. 

The artists create each background element and image from scratch and design the type to match 

each poem individually.

Taken together, the collaborative project brings to vivid life poems about growing up, falling in love, 

fears, frustrations, inspirations, about finding one's self and one's voice, with the city of Chicago as the 

backdrop for our narratives. We invite you to explore the poems and their interpretations and consider 

the different ways that words and images can work together to move the soul.
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